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I. RELIEF REQUESTED 

 Pursuant to RAP 10.6(a) and the Order dated January 11, 2016, 

The Arc of Washington State, The Arc of King County, TeamChild, 

Washington Autism Alliance & Advocacy, Open Doors for Multicultural 

Families, Seattle Special Education PTSA, Bellevue Special Needs PTA, 

Highline Special Needs Parent-Teacher Association and three individuals 

respectfully move to file a brief as amici curiae supporting the 

respondents.  The brief is filed with this motion. 

II.   IDENTITY OF MOVING PARTIES 

The Arc of Washington State is a statewide non-profit organization 

composed of individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, 

their families, professionals and concerned members of the community.  

Its mission is to advocate for the rights and full participation of all people 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  This includes promoting 

necessary funding for special education. 

The Arc of King County is an affiliated chapter of the Arc of 

Washington.  Founded in 1936, the Arc of King County is the oldest non-

profit organization serving individuals with intellectual and development 

disabilities in the Puget Sound area.  Its vision is for individuals with 

autism, Down syndrome, Fragile X and other developmental disabilities to 
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thrive as equal, valued and active members of the community.  The Arc of 

King County hosts an annual legislative forum and regularly advocates for 

special education and other services to meet community needs. 

TeamChild is a nationally recognized, non-profit civil legal 

advocacy program for low-income children at risk of or involved with the 

juvenile justice and child welfare systems.  Since 1995 TeamChild has 

provided direct legal representation to thousands of low-income youth 

across Washington. TeamChild lawyers help these youth access their basic 

legal rights to education, health care, safe and stable housing and other 

social services. Many of the children that TeamChild represents have 

disabilities and are eligible to receive special education services. Children 

represented by TeamChild experience increased school access, 

engagement and success, and less incarceration and time in secure 

detention and state facilities.  TeamChild frequently submits amicus 

briefing in cases involving the legal rights and civil liberties of children 

both locally and nationally.   

Washington Autism Alliance & Advocacy (WAAA) is a statewide 

nonprofit organization dedicated to helping children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders and other disabilities to thrive and become productive 

members of society.  It does this by helping families access health 
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insurance benefits, effective services in schools, and community-based 

services.  WAAA is active in the legislative arena, regularly advocating for 

improvements to the education of children with special needs. 

Open Doors for Multicultural Families is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to ensuring that families who have members with developmental 

disabilities and special health care needs have equal access to culturally 

and linguistically appropriate information, resources and services.  It 

provides support to hundreds of low-income immigrant and refugee 

families, many of whom live in school districts where more than 100 

languages are spoken.   

 The Seattle Special Education PTSA is a nonprofit group of 

parents, educators, friends, and students dedicated to supporting all 

students with disabilities in the Seattle School District.  Its mission is to 

assist families of students with disabilities as they navigate the education 

system; to partner with parents and educators in advocating for 

improvements in the special education system; and to build bridges 

between the general and special education communities in order to bring 

increased educational resources and opportunities for all students.  

The Bellevue Special Needs PTA is a non-profit group of parents, 

educators and community members dedicated to supporting students with 
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disabilities throughout the Bellevue School District.  It is committed to 

helping children with special needs succeed and reach their full potential.   

 The Highline Special Needs PTA is a non-profit group supporting 

special needs students and their parents, teachers and staff throughout the 

Highline School District.  Its mission includes promoting a truly inclusive 

school environment where the needs of students with disabilities are met. 

 Gary Stobbe, M.D., is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Neurology 

and Psychiatry at the University of Washington and also directs adult 

transition services at Seattle Children’s Autism Center, which provides 

assessment, diagnosis, treatment and support for children with autism 

spectrum disorders.  He has a professional interest in ensuring that 

children with autism receive the educational services necessary to prepare 

them for productive and independent living as adults. 

James Mancini is a speech and language pathologist and 

coordinator of parent education at Seattle Children’s Autism Center.  His 

clinical and research interests include early identification and evaluation of 

autism and other communication disorders and providing support and 

education to families following a diagnosis.  

Conan Thornhill is a special education teacher at Kentwood High 

School in the Kent School District.  He and a team of nine para-educators 
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support a program for severely impaired children with intensive individual 

needs. 

III. INTEREST OF AMICI 

 All of the moving parties share a strong interest in ensuring that 

schools have sufficient resources to meet the actual needs of individual 

children with disabilities.  They recognize that each child has different 

educational needs depending on the nature and intensity of disabilities and 

the manner in which disability symptoms affect learning.  The moving 

parties all have some role in helping students with disabilities access the 

services needed for them to succeed in school and prepare for independent 

living as adults.  They are concerned that the State provides funding as if 

all children with disabilities fit the same mold, using rigid formulas that do 

not account for actual costs.  

 The moving parties are especially motivated to participate in this 

case because of evidence of underfunding found in the State’s own reports.  

According to new apportionment data posted by the Washington Office of 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI), 1 120 school districts 

reported that more than 12.7 percent of their K-12 students are enrolled in 

1 The data was posted on May 23, 2016 on the OSPI Web site at 
http://www.k12.wa.us/SAFS/default.asp. Each district’s percentage of special 
education students for funding purposes is available by clicking on the link to 
“2015-16 Special Ed Rate for Current Month,” selecting the district from the 
dropdown menu, and going to the “District Specific” worksheet tab at line 35. 
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special education this year, but the State pays for no more than 12.7 

percent.  A printout of the “District Specific” spreadsheets, showing the 

percentage of students beyond the funded amount at line 35, is included in 

an Appendix to this motion.  These State reports show that special 

education enrollments exceeded 15 percent in 51 school districts and even 

topped 20 percent in six districts.   

 Additional evidence of underfunding is contained in the latest 

annual F-196 statements, reported in January 2016 for the 2014-15 school 

year, showing revenues and expenses for each educational program of each 

school district.  The Appendix to this motion includes a sampling of F-196 

statements downloaded from http://www.k12.wa.us/safs/reports.asp, 

illustrating continued reliance on local levies to pay for special education 

and other basic education components. 

IV. FAMILIARITY WITH THE ISSUES 

  As advocates for children with disabilities, the moving parties are 

familiar with the challenges posed by gaps in the education funding 

system.  They must grapple with limited resources when working with 

students and their families to identify educational needs and to plan 

appropriate services based on those needs.  The undersigned counsel 
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regularly practices education law and is familiar with the issues raised by 

this case and with the subject matter of the parties’ arguments.     

V. ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN BRIEF 
 

 The amicus curiae brief explains that special education is an 

important part of the “basic education” that must be fully funded pursuant 

to article IX, section 1 and this Court’s orders.  The brief discusses how 

the current funding formulas fail to account for the actual costs of 

educating children with disabilities, and that the Legislature allocates the 

same fixed amount for every student although individual needs are highly 

variable.  The brief also describes a widespread problem of underfunding 

due to school districts having a higher percentage of special education 

students than the State pays for.  The brief addresses the lack of 

compliance with the State’s paramount duty to fully fund all components 

of basic education, including special education.      

 VI. REASONS FOR ADDITIONAL ARGUMENT 

The moving parties provide a voice for students with disabilities 

that would otherwise be missing.  This is the first amicus brief focusing on 

special education, which affects more than 125,000 students in 

Washington.  The moving parties provide an independent viewpoint as to 
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the adequacy of the current funding system.  The arguments do not 

duplicate previous arguments made by parties in the case.   

VII. CONCLUSION 

 For the foregoing reasons, the Court should grant leave for The Arc 

of Washington State, The Arc of King County, TeamChild, Washington 

Autism Alliance & Advocacy, Open Doors for Multicultural Families, 

Seattle Special Education PTSA, Bellevue Special Needs PTA, Highline 

Special Needs Parent-Teacher Association, Gary Stobbe, M.D., James 

Mancini and Conan Thornhill to file a brief as amici curiae.   

  
Dated this 7th day of June 2016. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
    By:_s/ Katherine A. George 
            Katherine A. George  
            WSBA No. 36288 
            HARRISON-BENIS LLP 
             2101 Fourth Avenue, Suite 1900 
            Seattle, WA  98121 
            Cell ph: (425) 802-1052 
            Fax: (206) 448-1843 
            kgeorge@harrison-benis.com 
                Attorney for Movants  
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